[bookmark: _GoBack]Presidents’ Day Message from Major General Kessler


MCICOM Commanders, Marines, Civilians and Families:

The third Monday of February is commonly and presently known as either Presidents' or President's day to celebrate the original or past leaders of our Great Nation.  The actual federal holiday is "Washington's Birthday" and honors the accomplishments of "The Father of our Country."  He was an Electoral College unanimous choice to become the first President, served during incredibly trying times, was a unifying force, dynamic leader and example for future holders of the office.  

Among the many remarkable things about his Presidency, perhaps the most remarkable was the peaceful transition of power at the conclusion of his tenure in office.  While some wanted him to remain in power and become King or Emperor, he understood that if the grand experiment of democracy was to succeed, its biggest trial might well be at the transition of power.  What amazing foresight!    

As General Washington, he created the first military badge of merit for the common soldier at Newburgh, August 7th, 1782, during the War of the Revolution, when he directed, ". . . that whenever any singular meritorious action is performed, the author of it shall be permitted to wear on his facings over his left breast, the figure of a heart in purple cloth or silk.....the road to Glory in a patriot army and a free country is then open to all." 

Many of our fellow Marines have earned this symbol of sacrifice for their country that bears roots to the very beginning of our nation.  I ask you to take extra care this weekend and reenforce by your actions those noble ideals borne with sacrifice by friends, family and our forefathers.  I look forward to seeing you safely back after the holiday because we need your continued service as patriots during these times of conflict and uncertainty.

Semper Fi,

J. A. Kessler
MajGen, USMC
ADC I&L (LF)/
Commander, MCICOM



