Marine Corps Honored with 3 SECDEF Environmental Awards 
Marine Corps Bases Receive 3 Awards in National Competition with Other Services and Defense Agencies 
Arlington, VA (April 19, 2013) – Today, the U.S. Marine Corps is pleased to announce that three of its bases – the Marine Corps Base, Camp Smedley D. Butler, Japan;  the Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) Beaufort, S.C.; and the Marine Corps Base, Hawaii (individual award to June Noelani Cleghorn) – were recently honored with 2013 Secretary of Defense (SECDEF) Environmental Awards.  
According to the Department of Defense (DOD), the annual awards program, established in 1962, is designed to “honor individuals, teams, and installations for their outstanding achievements and innovative environmental practices and partnerships that promote the quality of life and increase efficiencies without compromising mission success.”  
The award categories are in six subject areas:  cultural resources management; environmental excellence in weapon system acquisition; environmental quality; environmental restoration; natural resources conservation; and sustainability. 
Major General James A. Kessler, USMC, Commander of the Marine Corps Installations Command (MCICOM), which exercises command and control of the installations stated: “The winners should be applauded for their extraordinary efforts to protect and preserve local natural and cultural resources. We feel that these installations are a good representation of our bases’ overall efforts as respectful stewards of the environment, while still meeting their mission to support the warfighter.”
The Marine Corps Winners
Marine Corps Base (MCB) Camp Smedley D. Butler in Okinawa, Japan received the 2013 SECDEF Environmental Quality, Overseas Award.  Notable achievements for the base include: a 50% reduction in disposal of expired hazardous material through minimization of excess hazardous material purchases, and a 4.8% reduction in air emissions and fuel consumption. Also, quick action by MCB Butler’s environmental staff successfully suppressed the population of the Cane Toad (Bufo marinus), an invasive species with a destructive appetite native to Central and South America.  
The 2013 SECDEF Award for Cultural Resource Management, Installations went to MCAS Beaufort, South Carolina. The base sits on a site that has been occupied by people for 10,000 years.  Recently, it used geographical information systems (GIS) mapping and other techniques to identify and preserve archeological sites including 386 graves from past plantation owners, African American slaves and freedmen.

June Noelani Cleghorn, the Senior Cultural Resources Manager for MCB Hawaii, was honored for Cultural Resources Management in the individual category.  Of note, she created a program where Wounded Warrior and Fleet Assistance Program Marines were taught curation and field survey skills. MCB Hawaii includes archeological sites which date back to the 15th century. 
For more information about the awards and the winners’ achievements, please visit the DOD Environmental, Safety and Occupational Health Network and Information Exchange website via the following link: http://denix.osd.mil/awards/FY12SECDEF.cfm. 
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