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Happy Birthday Marines-

As we take this time to celebrate the 237th birthday of our Corps, I would also like a minute to reflect on the importance of Veteran's Day.

At eleven o'clock on the morning of the eleventh day of the eleventh month of 1918 a ceasefire on the Western Front marked the road to the end of the "War to end all Wars."  This day was set aside by many nations to honor veterans of World War I, but in 1954, after World War II and Korea, Congress amended the Act of establishing Armistice Day to be more inclusive of the sacrifice of all American Servicemen by striking out the word "Armistice" and inserting in its place the word "Veterans." With the following approval of Public Law 380, November 11th became a day to honor American Veterans of all wars. The sacredness of Veterans Day has been demonstrated in many ways with the most widely recognized being a moment of silence at 11:00 a.m. for two consecutive minutes. The first minute for those who perished in war, and the second minute dedicated to the wives, children and families left behind. 

I ask you to reflect on the deeds of the past and also spend some additional time during this long weekend to recognize the tremendous responsibility we have for each other as Marines.  Contemplate your actions at work, home and on leave with the intent of minimizing risk in every activity.  

As we celebrate Veterans Day and extend our thanks to the service of ALL veterans, I want to wish everyone in our Marine Corps family, a happy 237th birthday.  It is fitting that we celebrate the birth of our Corps in close proximity to the celebration of the sacrifices made by veterans throughout our Nation's history.  Honor your fellow Marines, your Family, your Friends, and Yourself by staying safe this Veterans Day.  

Happy Birthday, Marines!  And Semper Fidelis.  

 
J. A. Kessler
MajGen, USMC
Commander, MCICOM


