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MCICOM Commanders, Marines, Civilians and Families;

In 1994, Congress designated the Martin Luther King Jr. Federal Holiday as a national day of service.  Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. believed that acts of service were the great equalizer, stating "Everybody can be great, because everybody can serve."  Taking place each year on the third Monday in January, the MLK Day of Service is the only federal holiday observed as a national day of service - a "day on, not a day off."  The MLK Day of Service is a part of United We Serve, the President's national call to service initiative.  It calls for Americans from all walks of life to work together to provide solutions to our most pressing national problems.  The MLK Day of Service empowers individuals, strengthens communities, bridges barriers, creates solutions to social problems, and moves us closer to Dr. King's vision of a "Beloved Community." 

Service to our country is a way of life for Marines.  We are "ON" 24 hours a day, 7 days a week in all climes and places. I encourage you, therefore, to bring that Marine Corps pride and spirit to your neighborhoods and communities.  I encourage you to take a portion of this weekend to seek out and participate in a local effort to make your community a better place to live. 

As always, if you find yourself or others performing tasks beyond the norm, use the risk management principles of identification, assessment and mitigation to reduce the hazards and the potential for mishaps. 

Practice those tenets of Servant Leadership by serving those around you.  Lastly, do great deeds in the Marine Corps tradition while keeping your family, friends and neighbors safe during this special weekend focused on community.  


Semper Fi,

J. A. Kessler
MajGen, USMC
ADC I&L (LF)/
Commander, MCICOM




