Columbus Day Holiday Message from the Commander

Commanders and Staff,

As we prepare for the Columbus Day Holiday, I ask that you take time to thank your Marines, Sailors and Civilian Marines for their hard work, dedication and patience during these challenging times. I also ask that you personally emphasize safety--both on and off duty.  As Columbus Day celebrates a historic event that was made possible by deeply held principles, please consider: 

In commemoration of Christopher Columbus' 1492 voyage, a statue was erected in 1892 in Genoa, Italy to commemorate the 400th anniversary of his landing in America.   An integral part of the statue is four figures that represent virtue, science, fidelity and prudence.    All four of these critical elements were emphasized by Columbus as he managed the risk of his trans-Atlantic journey.   The coalescing force that combined these traits was a balanced focus not only on the task at hand but also on what lay beyond the horizon.  

We share similar pillars in the formalized focused methodology of Operational Risk Management (ORM). ORM is supplemented with assets and knowledge readily at our disposal through our numerous safety programs.  As leaders of Marines, we should seek to take advantage of these programs to re-enforce a command climate where ORM and safety are not just buzz words; instead, they are an integral part of every Marines' daily routine.   

Every one of you is a very important and valued member of the MCICOM team. I want to see all of you back. Enjoy the weekend.  
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